

















their	 activism	 have	 played	 significant	 role	 in	 politics	 as	 they	 have	 acted	 as	
checks	in	any	political	dispensation	that	is	against	the	common	interest.	This	is	
because	while	 the	 proletariats	 (workers)	 produce	 the	wealth	 plundered	 by	
those	in	authority,	the	students	form	the	literati,	on	whose	shoulders	rest	the	
conscience	 of	 the	 society.	 It	 was	 in	 line	 with	 this	 mandate	 that	 in	 the	 19th	
Century,	 Russian	 students	were	 in	 the	 forefront	 of	 the	 struggle	 against	 the	








Zaire,	 Kenya,	 Sierra	 Leone,	 Liberia,	 Nigeria	 and	 South	 Africa	 have	 shown	
students	and	workers	as	important	factor	in	the	decolonization	politics.	This	is	
because	the	oppressive	policies	of	the	state	have	most	often	further	impoverish	
them	 both	 physically	 and	 psychologically.	 However,	 with	 the	 attainment	 of	
Independence,	 this	 role	 have	 been	 crippled	 by	 the	 forces	which	 they	 paper	
intends	 to	 interrogate.	 Data	 obtained	 from	 primary	 and	 secondary	 sources	
were	deployed	to	carry	out	the	study	with	an	analytical	and	narrative	historical	
method.	Findings	 indicate	that	oppressive	politics	has	been	the	major	factor	





















However,	 available	historical	 evidence	has	 revealed	 that	 cases	of	 oppressive	
rules	 has	 also	 manifested	 in	 Nigeria	 especially	 during	 the	 Colonial	 period	
leading	to	the	emergence	of	workers	and	students	groups.	In	this	way,	activities	





Colonial	master	 and	 the	Nigerian	working	 class	 broke	 out	 in	 June	 1945,	
under	the	leadership	of	Michael	Imoudu.	This	general	strike	lasted	for	40	
days	and	all	the	workers	demands	completely	won.	The	1945	general	strike	















developed	 countries,	 trade	 union	 preceded	 industrialization	 in	 Nigeria.	
However,	at	the	earliest	period	of	colonialism,	Nigerians	were	discouraged	from	













and	 Port‐Harcourt.	 It	 is	 on	 record	 that	 it	 was	 initially	 called	 Southern	 Civil	




need	 to	 check	 the	 excessiveness	 of	 the	 colonial	 administration	 led	 to	 the	
formation	of	other	workers	unions.	This	became	evident	when	in	1931	the	long	
pre‐eminence	of	the	civil	service	union	was	broken.	This	was	when	the	railway	










as	well	 as	 a	market	 for	 its	 goods	 (Colonial	 economy	was	mainly	 geared	
towards	making	Nigeria	supplier	of	raw	materials	for	imperialist	economy).	
To	achieve	 this	goal,	 the	British	colonizers	built	 railways	 to	 facilitate	 the	
extraction	of	 raw	materials	 like	 cotton	 and	 ground	nuts	 from	 the	North,	
cocoa	from	the	West	and	palm	kernel	from	the	East	as	well	as	mine	products	
from	Plateau.	This	made	railway	transportation	the	main	pivot	upon	which	
the	 whole	 colonial	 economy	 was	 resting.	 The	 railway	 workers	 were	






These	 were	 followed	 by	 the	 formation	 of	 the	 Post	 and	 Telegraph	




































administrative	 structures.	 Colonial	 authority	 preferred	 forced	 unpaid	
labour	but	was	challenged	by	the	workers.	 In	essence,	 the	colonial	order	
prompted	the	emergence	of	early	working	class	movement	 in	Nigeria.	 In	

























While	 the	Workers’	Union	was	 formed	and	continued	 to	 fight	 for	 the	
liberation	of	the	people,	group	of	Nigerian	students	both	at	home	and	abroad	
also	 came	 together	agitate	 for	better	 government	 conditions	 in	Nigeria.	This	
action	 is	 well	 documented	 in	 the	 emergence	 and	 activities	 of	 West	 African	
Students	 Union	 (WASU)	 between	 1925	 and	 1952.	 They	 established	 a	 news	
magazine	WASU,	in	which	they	undertook	public	enlightenment	sessions	such	














formed	 in	 1939.	 Kinship	 and	 tribal	 Unions	 like	 the	 Igbirra	 Progressive	
Union,	 the	 Urhobo	 Renascent	 Convention,	 the	 Idoma	Hope	 Rising	 Union	





are	 linked	 to	 the	history,	progress	 and	development	of	Nigeria’s	 society	 and	
economy.	 It	 is	 also	 important	 to	 note	 that	 the	 relatively	 peaceful	 road	 to	
independence	in	Nigeria	contrasts	sharply	to	years	of	bloody	armed	struggles	
that	heralded	freedom	in	other	countries	(Mozambique,	Angola)	as	a	result	of	
the	 doggedness	 of	 both	 the	 Students	 and	 Workers	 Union	 of	 that	 period.8	
Nigeria’s	relative	peaceful	road	to	freedom,	notwithstanding,	the	long	struggle	
to	the	independence	was	also	characterized	by	mass	resistance,	mass	strikes	










































see	 labour	 as	 a	 problem	 in	 their	 attempt	 to	 implant	 their	 programs.	 Thus,	
various	attempts	were	made	(at	various	times,	including	legislative	actions)	to	
ensure	that	labour	is	amenable	to	the	dictates	of	the	regime	in	power.	This	was	
more	during	 the	military	era	when	 the	various	military	 regimes	particularly	
pursed	with	vigour	the	fight	against	strong	union,	which	they	see	as	a	potential	
threat,	especially	when	considered	in	the	light	of	the	fact	that		their	intervention	
















because	he	 published	 the	 grievances	 the	Nigerian	Union	 of	 Teachers,	 Rivers	
State	Branch	had	against	the	governor.12	
The	attempt	by	the	Student	Union	to	checkmate	the	illegality	of	military	
incursion	 into	politics,	met	with	 the	might	of	arms	of	 the	government	which	





Those	 students	and	 their	hoodlum	accomplices…ought	 to	be	ashamed	of	

















11	 B.T.	 Bingel.	 “Understanding	 Trade	 Unionism	 in	 Nigeria:	 Historical	 Evolution	 and	 Prospects	 for	











































	 At	 the	end	of	 the	day,	 the	appointment	Dr.	Festus	 Iyayi,	who	was	the	
president	 of	 the	 Academic	 Staff	 Unio	 of	 Universities	 and	 lecturer	 with	 the	
University	of	Benin	was	in	1987	terminated	on	the	grounds	that	he	had	been	
engaged	in	private	practice.	However,	the	academia	argued	that	it	was	rather	





















Gas	Workers	 (NUPENG)	 and	 the	Petroleum	and	Natural	Gas	 Senior	 Staff	
Association	 of	Nigeria	 (PENGASSAN)	who	were	 frontally	 involved	 in	 the	
attempt	to	force	a	de‐annulment	of	the	election	results	in	1994.19	
	



























across	 the	board	 to	draw	national	 sympathies	 to	 their	 cause.	This	 is	 not	






















student	 unionism	 in	 Nigeria	 will	 have	 to	 concede	 that	 their	 dynamism	 has	
waned	 considerably.	While	 the	Workers	 union	 seems	 to	 still	maintain	 some	
considerable	influence,	the	Student	Unions	have	greatly	diminished	as	a	result	
of	 long	 years	 of	military	 repressions,	 intimidation,	 blackmail,	 infiltration	 by	
security	agencies,	co‐option	of	members	that	have	taken	their	toll	considerably.	
It	has	also	been	observed	that	the	lack	of	democratic	space	and	misappropriation	of	
resources	 led	 to	 sharp	 corrupt	 practices	within	 the	 various	 bodies.	 As	 such,	
students	have	 to	align	 themselves	with	 institutions	and	agents	of	sometimes	
dubious	interests	and	credentials	to	remain	afloat	or	secure	things	such	as	good	
grades,	accommodation,	etc.	these	are	some	reasons	which	have	led	to	moral	
decay	 on	 our	 campuses,	 thus	 turning	 them	 into	 haven	 for	 cults	 and	 secret	
societies.	Thus,	instead	of	encouraging	students	bodies	to	engage	the	government	in	





is	 now	 tailored	 towards	 violent	 cult	 activities	 on	 campus,	 so	 much	 so	 that	
thousands	of	students	have	lost	their	lives	to	it	while	properties	worth	millions	
have	 also	 been	 destroyed.	 Apart	 from	 the	 injured	 and	 those	 rusticated	 or	
expelled,	troubled	universities	students	are	generally	known	for	their	activism	
everywhere.21		


































































































administrator.	 These	 include	 Major	 General	 Samuel	 Ogbemudia,	 Alhaji	 Uba	
Ahmed	and	Mr.	Ason	Bur.	With	this	development,	Labour	was	unable	to	make	
any	serious	input	regarding	the	welfare	of	its	constituency.24	






















Nigerian	 workers	 and	 students	 have	 been	monumental	 and	 their	 liberation	




ideology	 of	 resistance	 which	 has	 assumed	 its	 highest	 exemplification	 in	




have	benefitted	 the	entire	oppressed	humanity.	The	anti‐colonial	 struggle	 in	
Nigeria	 for	 example,	 illustrates	 the	 extent	 to	 which	 political	 and	 economic	
struggle	of	workers	and	their	students’	union	counterparts	have	expanded	the	
frame	of	rights	enjoyed	by	the	citizenry	and	improved	its	overall	quality	of	life	




affiliating	 with	 other	 International	 bodies	 except	 the	 International	 Labour	
Organization	(ILO)	and	the	Organization	of	African	Trade	Union	Unity	(OATUU).	
This	was	particularly	observed	in	the	1970’s	under	the	Murtala/Obasanjo	regime.	
This	 line	has	been	 towed	by	subsequent	administration,	 thus	weakening	 the	
ability	of	the	Unions	to	checkmate	the	government.	This	resulted	in	situation	in	
which	 the	 union	 leadership	 (both	 students	 and	 workers)	 became	 bunch	 of	
military	lackeys	who	had	no	affinity	with	principles,	integrity	and	democracy.	
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